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Network
Support
Systems
at PTC

A single
parenting
success
story

Annita Watkins and
Spencer Gibson, IV
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Single parenthood is citing for
being one of the main reasons why children fail
school, but not for Annita
Watkins who had two of
three children while still a
teenager. With a resolute attitude, she defied the odds
and refused to become a statistic.
All three of her children
have achieved great academic success. Her set of
twins—30-year-old Shavon
Jamiah Gibson and Spencer
Jeremiah Gibson, IV— always excelled academically
and participated in extracurricular activities.
They both graduated
cum laude from Largo High
School in 2004. In their senior year, Spencer won homecoming king and was
named Mr. Largo High and
Mr. 21st Century, and
Shavon was crowned prom
queen and awarded the humanitarian award.
Their academic success
didn’t stop in high school either. Shavon has a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Central Florida
in Health Services Administration and Spencer, after receiving an associate of arts
degree from St. Petersburg
College, obtained his bachelor’s degree from the University of Iowa in Health
See SUCCESS, page 12

An awards banquet was held Sat., March 5 at Empath Health for
Gibbs High School girls and boys soccer teams.


BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
To recognize the persevering efforts of the
Gibbs
High
School boys’ and girls’
soccer teams, booster
mom Angela FletcherMavros organized an
awards banquet March
5 at Empath Health.
Fletcher-Mavros—
whose daughter Alexa is
a member of the girls’
team—wanted to reward the teams’ determination and showed
determination of her
own by appealing directly to the community
to help put on the banquet at no cost to the

parents or students.
“I wanted them to be
rewarded for their efforts,” she stated, hoping the banquet will
become an annual
event.
Janice
StarlingWilliams, founder of All
Kidney Patient Support
Group, stepped up and
secured the location of
the banquet. All Kidney
Patient Support Group
provides kidney awareness and education for
individuals at all stages
of kidney disease, including pre- and posttransplant.
Diagnosed herself
with kidney failure at
the age 36, she warned
the teens that high

blood pressure can
strike anyone, even at a
relatively young age,
and can lead to kidney
failure.
“Do not think you’re
immune,” she said. “You
have to eat right. Do
what’s right.”
In appealing to the
community by sharing
stories of the students’
diligence,
FletcherMavros said, she turned
to the African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG ‘75), who agreed
to finance the Gladiators’ banquet meal.
“It is an honor for us
to sponsor the banquet
for you all today,” said
Sandra Fletcher, president of AAG ‘75. “As a

group of young people
you have shown perseverance, tenacity and
dedication.”
Just as you stay on
the field, she told the
students, to win your
first soccer game, you
must stay in the game of
life in order to be successful, to be productive
law-abiding citizens.
“The game of soccer
plays well into you being
a very successful person
in life because you know
that it takes hard work,”
Fletcher-Mavros said.
One of her community service-based organization’s themes is
“building our future, believing in our youth,”
See GIBBS, pages 12

Urgent call: In search of pregnant moms
and expectant dads
BY GYPSY C.
GALLARDO
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
The University of South
Florida Family St Petersburg’s Study Center is
asking pastors, non-profit
leaders and others to
help find – of all things –
30 unmarried young
mothers and fathers (in
their second or third
trimester of pregnancy)
who want to become better “co-parents,” even if

they are not romantically
involved or ever intend to
be.
If the request sounds
strange, read on.
Over the past three
years, south St. Petersburg has been the home
of a very unique—and
highly successful program—called Figuring It
Out for the Child (FIOC),
which is a 10 week mentoring, resource and referral program that
See PARENTS, page 3

Two young parents who encourage others to
think about participating in the FIOC initiative.

BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Looking for a new career?
Well, Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) has the job
training you need to do
just that. With a host of
programs to explore, they
have something for everyone. From working on
cars, to working with children, to working in the
medical field, a new career
is waiting for you.
The St. Petersburg
campus, located at 901
34th St. S, has a new program for those who would
like to work in the highly
sought after Information
Technology (IT) field. Careers in this field in
Florida, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, averages at $38.45
an hour.
Network and computer
administrators organize,
install and support an organization’s computer systems, including local area
networks (LANs); wide
area networks (WANs),
network segments, intranets and other data
communications systems.
Some of the work duties
include installing network
hardware and software,
adding users to a network
and maintaining network
and computer system security.
The program at PTC
started last August and
currently has three students
enrolled.
Ron
McLemore has taught
Networking Support Systems for three years, but
began a career in the IT
field in the 1970s. He’s
worked for large corporations such as Eckerd PharSee PTC, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Should we not expect clean
drinking water ?

Sunshine City Elks Lodge #255
Annual Oratorical Contest

Dear Editor:
What great government
doesn’t guarantee clean
drinking water?
First of all, let me say
thank you to The Weekly
Challenger for printing my
many rants over all of these
years. The first article I
wrote about 15 years ago
was about a fellow worker
named Edward who had
been killed in a drive by. Edward was visiting his father
and fell asleep on the front
porch when some thugs
came by and shot up his
house.
I was so angry when I
went to his funeral and saw
his “Positive Black Man”
shirt in his casket. That
shouldn’t happen to positive
black men. The Weekly Challenger not only printed it but
placed it on the front page.
So you’ve tolerated my
bad grammar for quite some
time. I want to also thank the
paper for the many articles
that have benefited the community for so many years.
They even did a great article
about how the late “Starman”
David Bowie contributed to
black music. That’s reflective
and contemporary.
Now back to drinking
water. So much in the news
lately: Jeb Bush and Ben
Carson dropped out of the
presidential race after spending so much time and $127
million dogging and crabbing out President Obama.
Donald Trump continues to
make a reality joke out of this
race saying things that
would have gotten most people dismissed as mad or
criminal.
Meanwhile, 10 people in
Flint, Mich., have probably
died from bad drinking
water and the state government has been slow to do
anything about it. Flint is
largely a black city and

ST. PETERSBURG –
The local Elks Department of Education recently sponsored its 2016
Oratorical Contest, which
is an International Elks Oratorical Competition that is
conducted annually in the
areas of our Elk Lodges &
Temples, Districts, State
Association, Regions and
Grand Lodge Convention
for all high school juniors
and seniors.
Contestants chose one
of five oratorical topics.
This year there were three
contestants who presented
dynamic speeches on national security and bullying.
Each student
presented an 8-10 minute
memorized oration presented to an audience of
family, friends and judges.
2016 Winners
Ms. Vivica Roberson:
Winner $200.00 (12th
Grade)
Mr. Eric Vincent: 2nd
Place $150.00 (11th Grade)
Mr. Calvin McClavin:
3rd Place $100.00 (11th
Grade)
The first place winner
will advance to the State
Association Contest (district level) to compete for a

Michigan has a republican
governor.
So what you say? How
about this little nugget? Millions of dollars were spent by
the republican run congress
to investigate the attack on
the Libyan Embassy at
Benghazi. Hours of testimony to blame President
Obama and Secretary Clinton about the deaths of four
diplomats killed by Libyan rioters in a country hostile to
the United States since the
Reagan era.
Even black actress Stacy
Dash blamed President
Obama because he wasn’t
talking boldly and bad
enough. I guess she forgot
about Bin Laden. I haven’t
heard her say anything
about the 10 who died from
bad public drinking water in
Flint.
Marco Rubio talked
about it at a presidential debate in Michigan; he praised
the slow acting governor and
said nothing about republicans not even asking Governor Rick Snyder to appear at
the hearing about the Flint
Water Crisis. Rubio said
plenty
about
Donald
Trump’s hand size, though.
Yes, hand size.
Trump, Cruz and Rubio
want to protect the Second
Amendment but have said
little about the right to clean
drinking water. Then again,
Flint is mostly a black town.
Notice how they dog out
the president. Have you ever
heard as much personal disrespect directed at any other
president and their family?
How long will black people stay quiet about this
racist affront not only to
President Obama but black
people period?
The Republican Party
has not been the party of Lincoln for years. The Civil
Rights Movement forced

Mock Jurors
$ $ Earn $12 Per Hour $ $
Spend 6-10 hrs on a given wkday night, wkday or wkend
serving as a juror in a mock trial to evaluate settlement of an
actual court case. If you have a valid FL DL or State I.D.,
a U.S. Citizen, and eligible to vote, enroll with us on:
SIGNUPDIRECT.COM (please fill out on line form
completely for consideration) or only if you do not have access
to a computer Call: 1-800-544-5798. (On-line sign up
preferred). *****Mock Trials will be held in Tampa.

many who had been southern or conservative democrats into the Republican
Party. What Richard Nixon
started Ronald Reagan completed, as whites that felt
threaten by blacks gaining
equal rights flock to the Republican Party. The GOP
then pushed liberals out.
The election of President
Obama energized the far
right into the Tea Party because they wanted to take
their country back.
Now we have a guy who
wants to ban Muslims and
build walls to keep Mexicans
out. Walls remind me of
communist East Berlin. Not
America.
President Obama fights
terrorist every day while
holding a hand out to those
in the Middle East who want
to work with us. Yet the right
calls him weak.
The right says nothing
about the many people who
die every day from gun violence, other than we need
more guns.
They say little about the
10 people who died in Flint,
Mich., either. Under republican rule black people have
been poisoned by water they
are paying for because those
republican care more about
money than people.
They care more about
the right to bear arms than
the right to drink clean water
the public was paying for.
Rivers-Cleveland
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$1,500 prize. The winner
of the district contest will
advance to the state, regional and national levels.
The awards were made
possible through a Community Assistance Award
(mini-grant) from the Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.® PST Fred Randle
and
PGDR
Lucille
Williams served as the
Elks Education Director
and Directress.
About
Improved
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the
World Education Department
The mission of the Education Department is to







 
 
  
 

  

 
   
    
 

encourage and assist the
youth of our society to
reach their fullest educational potential, and to uphold and support the
Constitution of the Grand
Lodge Education Department. We are to cultivate
the best in ourselves and
others by providing encouragement, direction
and assistance to youth
through collective educational, cultural and training
activities. We are to assist
in building self-esteem,
character development
and to provide motivation
for our youth. For more information call Fred Randle,
Exalted Ruler at (727) 8980356.

Are you smarter than the test!
Many
students
around the globe have
faced the daunting task of
mastering the skills
needed to conquer the
college entrance exams
simply known as the SAT
(Scholastic
Aptitude
Test) or ACT (American
College Test). From solving a five step mathematical equation to perfecting
the universally accepted
English language, the test
presents a degree of difficulty many dare to challenge.
Is it really
possible to outsmart the
test? A group of students
will take the challenge
this Saturday when they
lace up their shoes,
tighten up their belts and
let their minds release a
combustion of stored up
knowledge and reasoning
skills to defeat the newly
released SAT/ACT practice exam.
“I’m looking forward
to taking the new test,”
said Taylor Hall, class of
2017. It really helps you
to get ready for college
when you can take a practice test and then take the
real one. I’ll see how prepared I am.”
High Profile Motivational Services, Inc. has
partnered with The
Princeton Review to offer
students an ACT/SAT
Start-Up Practice Test, a

practice assessment that
features a mix of questions from both the SAT
and the ACT. Students
will receive a detailed
score report that will
give a side-by-side comparison of their projected
test scores on the ACT
and the SAT.
High Profile Motivational Services, Inc. is a
501 C3, not-for-profit organization providing enrichment
to
the
community in four core
areas: Revitalization of
the Neighborhood, Youth
Leadership and Development, Family Empowerment and Business and
Community Ownership.
High Profile Motivational
Services, serves all regardless of race, creed,
color or nationality. Our
services are designed to
meet the holistic needs of
every individual.
“For 30 years, The
Princeton Review has
been the destination for
college and grad bound
students to make their
dreams a reality. Last year
alone, we helped more
than 3.5 million students
get into a great college or
grad school.” Said Kofi
Bempah, Princeton Review, Territory Manager
for West and Central
Florida. “The Princeton
Review strategy sessions
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Taylor Hall
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can use on Test Day.”
Students in middle or
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COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.
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COMMUNITY NEWS


REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00 pm- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Question.
I know we all have heard the story of
Daniel and the lion den, but do you REALLY
know the story within the story?
Most will have to believe it was all about
Daniel and his fervent prayer life and how
nothing or no one could or would stop him
from praying to his God.
Well, there’s more to the story. And the
fact of the matter, it’s more to the story and
he is not the main subject. It has more to do
with King Darius.
The lord had me to preach and teach on
this this past Sunday and it was a real eyeopening experience to say the least. It also
brought into question why I never heard it
preached this way before highlighting what
I’m about to reveal to you today. You might
have heard it so I won’t be presumptuous
but for those that haven’t I hope it helps to
you grow more in the Lord and in godly
faith.
The foundation starts out with us finding
out that Daniel had an excellent spirit and
was righteous in the eyes of God and King
Darius and because of this it says that the
other leaders sought out to bring Daniel
down.
Daniel 6: 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king gave thought to setting
him over the whole realm. 4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge
against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they could find no charge or fault, because
he was faithful; nor was there any error or
fault found in him. 5 Then these men said,
“We shall not find any charge against this
Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”
These brothers had nothing but malice,
envy, deceit, and hatred in their hearts towards a righteous and upright man and instead of changing their ways; they decide it
is better to have him brought down through
deceitful means.
They plotted and planned and came up
with a scheme that on the surface seemed
fail proof, but they didn’t understand the
power of the God Daniel served.
Notice the differences in verse 4 and
verse 7.
4 Then the presidents and princes
sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom;
7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
governors, and the princes, the counselors,
and the captains, have consulted together to
establish a royal statute.
These brothers have now solicited all
the other brothers to join in on the attempt
to bring this brother down. and ultimately
have him killed just for standing on the righteousness of God.
I had to lay a foundation so you have a
full well rounded understanding of how unrighteous folks can change the mindset of
once righteous folks just by perpetuating
what appears to be a bad thing because it’s
not the popular thing. Hitler once said, tell a
lie over and over again and the people will
start to believe it.
Verses 8-9 show how the deceitful trap
was set and from the onset when they ap-

proached King Darius with it it didn’t seem
to be a bad thing.
Notice how God had already intervened
and given Daniel the head’s up as to the plot
against him in verse 10, and the boldness of
Daniel to know that God had already
worked it out. 10 Now when Daniel knew
that the writing was signed, he went into his
house; and his windows being open in his
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled
upon his knees three times a day, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as
he did aforetime.
Verses 11-13 shows them snitching on
Daniel to King Darius, but notice the response of the King; 14 Then the king, when
he heard these words, was sore displeased
with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to
deliver him: and he laboured till the going
down of the sun to deliver him.
God placed something in King Darius
that let him know that Daniel was one of his.
God had to because look and the next
verses. 16 …Now the king spake and said
unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest
continually, he will deliver thee. 18 Then the
king went to his palace, and passed the night
fasting: neither were instruments of musick
brought before him: and his sleep went from
him. 19 Then the king arose very early in
the morning, and went in haste unto the den
of lions. 20 And when he came to the den,
he cried with a lamentable voice unto
Daniel: and the king spake and said to
Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God,
is thy God, whom thou servest continually,
able to deliver thee from the lions?
King Darius went home and started fasting and praying for Daniel so much the
more he didn’t even get any sleep and woke
up early in the morning and ran down to the
lion’s den and didn’t look into the den but
called out to Daniel and again qualified the
God that Daniel served and prayed to three
times a day.
King Darius had just as much faith in the
same God Daniel prayed to because of his
actions that followed him doing his job as the
king with following through on the decree.
He knew Daniel’s God would deliver him
and he then did what all throughout the
bible we find God doing to those which are
wicked, evil, and mean-spirited towards others, especially God’s anointed in verse 24.
Their whole family had to suffer from their
evil ways.
Hold true to what you know God’s word
says no matter what. He got His hedge of
protection all around you and yours.
2 Timothy 1: 7 For God hath not given
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind.
1 Chronicles 16: 22 Saying, Touch not
mine anointed, and do my prophets no
harm.
Psalm 105:15 Saying, Touch not mine
anointed, and do my prophets no harm.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison, Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic Open Door
Church of God & True Holiness - 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice
for Circuit 6

Learning to co-parent
From PARENTS, page 1

works with single mothers
and fathers together to provide family-strengthening
supports from pregnancy
through the baby’s first
birthday.
Between 2012 and
2014, the center worked
with nearly two dozen families (dads, moms and their
babies mainly from south
St. Petersburg) in a formal
study that traced changes
in parents’ communication
styles, conflict resolution
and – most importantly –
quality involvement with
their children.
Evaluators found that
Figuring it Out for the
Child not only reduced the
frequency and intensity of
conflict between moms
and dads (for nearly threequarters
of
families
served), it dramatically increased fathers’ involvement in their child’s lives
and noticeably reduced
bouts of depression among
single moms.
It was because of those
early successes that FIOC
won national attention as
well as funding from the
National Institute for Child
and Health Development
to work with as many as
150 families, between now
and 2019.
But Dr. James McHale
– who co-founded FIOC –
said that he and the program staff urgently need
the community’s help in
order to reach the goal –
especially this year’s goal,
which is to begin service to
and with 40 expectant dads
and moms by the end of
this July.
So far, FIOC has
served only 10 of the families that staff aimed to support this year.
“This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity. If
we’re going to continue

demonstrating to our national partners that St. Petersburg wants this type of
program available for our
families, we must do a better job getting the word
out, so all eligible families
know we are here and connect with us to enroll so
they can receive project
benefits,” said McHale.
To date, the FIOC team
has reached out to expectant
parents
mainly
through health organizations such as the Next
STEPP Pregnancy Center,
Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Women’s Health Center
and the St. Pete Healthy
Start Federal program run
by All Children’s Hospital.
FIOC team member
Dr. Chris Warren has also
taken the program message on the road, visiting
churches and community
organizations that may
know of parents who
would qualify for the program.
In addition, program
staff is on site weekly at Mt
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church and at
the Health Department’s
Women, Infants and Children site.
The key, said McHale,
is the personal referral and
“gentle push” of friends,
family, pastors and social
workers, especially for parents or soon-to-be-parents
that are skeptical or cautious about programs that
claim to want to help.
“Parents seldom make
it to see us without a supportive and involved loved
one or friend who encourages them and reminds
them to reach out. I think
this is because it can seem
overwhelming to a parent
to reach out cold and make
that first contact,” said
McHale.

He implores everyone
who knows and offers support to pregnant moms
and dads (including family
members) to tell them
about FIOC and help guide
them to contact us.
FIOC helps parents
with transportation to and
from project visits, as well
as small stipends to cover
their time commitment to
the research project ($25
for dad and $25 for mom
for the initial visit and $50
to $75 for each parent for
two follow-up visits after
new babies are born).
How to connect to
FIOC
If you or someone you
know is pregnant, single,
and expecting your first
child together with the
baby’s other parent,
McHale offers two ways to
connect to FIOC:
“First, call our wonderful project recruiter, Mari
Kittle. Her number is (727)
410-3935. She has met with
and spoken with dozens of
dads and moms over the
past four years, and she
can explain what we are all
about like no one else.”
The second best way to
be in touch, per McHale, is
to call the Family Study
Center directly at (727)
873-4848. Ask for Serina
Lewis (who, coincidentally,
is Mari’s daughter) or for
the project coordinator,
Warren.
“If you call after hours
and don’t get someone,
please definitely do leave a
message that you are calling about the FIOC program, and Serina or Chris
will call you back the next
business day to answer
your questions and to
schedule a time when Mari
can talk to and come meet
with you,” McHale urged.

“Finally, let’s understand that when we stand together, we will always win.
When men and women stand together for justice, we win. When black, white
and Hispanic people stand together for justice, we win. When straight and
gay people stand together for justice, we win. When young and old stand
together for justice, we win. When working families stand together, we win.”
Senator Bernie Sanders
Democratic Candidate for President

Dear Florida Voter,
On March 15, 2016, we have a chance to vote positively: a vote for Senator Bernie Sanders. A vote for
Bernie is a vote for an honest, skilled, and committed man who is courageous, compassionate, effective,
and hard working. He has worked for an inclusive, safe, just and positive America his whole life.
Bernie is the ONLY candidate who opposed racial discrimination when he was in college in the 1960’s
and was jailed protesting discrimination. He went to the 1963 Civil Rights Demonstration in Washington
D.C. and was there to see Dr. King speak about his dream; our dream. The ONLY candidate to do so.
Bernie is the ONLY candidate calling for a $15 per-hour minimum wage, universally accessible health
care and higher education. As well as immigration and Black Lives Matter reforms, fair taxes on
corporations and wealth with meaningful reforms on Wall Street and most important of all, campaign
finance reform. He is committed to stopping the corrupting influence of big money in politics.
We know he’s serious about this because by banning closed door PAC money from his campaign, he
purposely made his only IOU’s to us, regular Americans. He is the ONLY Democratic candidate for
President who does not accept PAC money.
And ONLY Bernie is saying that it’s time to end trying to be the policeman of the world before that ends
us. That 850-1000 major U.S. military bases in foreign countries all around the world is unsustainable and
ultimately destructive of our economy and democracy. Check DemocracyorEmpire.org
Haven’t you had enough? Enough wars; enough healthcare gimmicks that only lead to higher drug prices
and medical fees; enough selling out of American workers; and enough money driven elections financed
by corporate and rich dons who then own the government and politicians?
ONLY ONE Candidate for President wants and will work for Medicare for All (Single Payer Healthcare).
Check out these two free documentaries on why small businesses and every American needs and deserves
Medicare for All:
http://www.yourconcordtv.org/projects/healthcare- movie/
“TheHealthcareMovie” narrated by Kiefer Sutherland And
http://vp.telvue.com/preview?id=T02132&video=264929 or join us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Presidential-Candidates-for-Single-Payer-Healt care465027907003536/
Sen. Bernie Sanders is and will be as President, a leader—a leader of a political revolution that invites all
of us to work together to make our country strong, safe and just. We have a rare opportunity for casting a
positive vote this election so please don’t let this Florida Primary leave you and your voice out!
March 15, 2016 is the Florida Primary. Please vote positively; please vote for Bernie.
Ed Helm Former Chair Pinellas County Democratic Party (PCDEC); Senator Bill Bradley Delegate to 2000 Dem. Nat.
Convention (Fl-13) Career Federal Civil Rights Lawyer, Office of theSolicitor , CR, US DOL, AFGE L-12 Union Officer
An old article: Bernie Sanders turns into force on presidential campaign trail http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/national/berniesanders-turns-into-force-onpresidential-campaign-trail/2236070
Pd. Pol. Adv .paid for by Ed Helm, 3432 State Rd. 580, Safety Harbor Florida, 34695, part of “Pinellas Friends of the BERN,”
and not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Find a new career at PTC
From PTC, page 1

macy.
When Eckerd was
bought out by CVS,
McLemore took a job
with IBM, which involved
a lot of travelling.
“Basically you leave
every Monday morning
and you come home
every Friday night,”
McLemore said. “You
don’t have much of a life
so I got tired of that and
decided that something
else such as teaching
might be order.”
The Network Support
Systems classroom at
PTC has dozens of computers available. The oneyear course schedule is
Monday through Friday
from 7 a.m. to 12: 15 p.m.
McLemore guides the
students and answers any
of their questions in regards to network support
systems training. Students get hands on experience by disassembling
parts of a computer and
putting them back together.
Throughout the year
of training, students will
have a chance to take official certification tests
such as CompTIA A+ and
Security+. They have the
ability to earn six certifications by the time they
graduate. Many organizations require potential IT
employees to have these
certifications pre-employment.
Daniel Krouse, 23,

has always been involved
with computers through
gaming, but he never understood how a computer
operated.
“I’ve always been interested in computers,
and I saw this program at
PTC so I thought why
not?” Krouse said. “We
talk a lot about whatever
topic we’re on. We do a
lot of practice exams. As
Ron had mentioned earlier we take computers
apart and put them back
together—two months
ago I wouldn’t have been
able to do any of that.”
U.S. Bureau Labor of
Statistics reports that by
2017, Florida will have annual openings of network
support systems jobs of
450, and 14,720 as a total
employment
number.
The national average annual openings projected
for 2017 is 10,050. The average hourly mean wage
for this career in
Tampa/St. Petersburg is
$39.56.
There is growth potential within this career.
For those who apply
themselves at entry level
job for about three years
have the potential to
move to a more advanced
position making a six figure annual income.
“I worked on computers from different parts
but I thought having like
a structured thing where
you learn specific parts

about it all the way
through would be valuable,” said 24-year-old
students Calvin Hill.
After graduating from
the program he’d like to
get an entry-level job
working as a network
support systems technician and gain enough experience to become a
network engineer.
McLemore’s goal is to
have more than 20 students;
however,
he
knows it will take a while
since the program is so
new. “I believe we will
eventually get there.”
The next training session begins March 15,
and tuition assistance will
be available within the
next 60 days. New training sessions begin once
every two to three
months. For anyone who
wants to enroll in this
program with tuition assistance, contact PTC towards the end of April.
Daniel Gonzalez, 24,
is the first student enrolled in the program and
will graduate in September. “I knew this was
something I always
wanted to do so I came to
PTC to get the training,”
he said. “I’ve enjoyed the
training very much.”
If you’re interested
in exploring this career
path,
please
visit
www.pcsb.org/myptc or
call (727) 893-2500.

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Reclamation-Retention weekend
BY GIL E. WILLIAMS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG-The
Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
spearheaded by Chairman Jamal Gallon, celebrated
their
Reclamation-Retention
weekend with a Saturday Brotherhood Picnic
and Sunday church service.
In its continued efforts
to give back to the community, the Eta Rho Chapter put on numerous social

service projects that serve
the greater St. Petersburg
areas. The recruitment
and retention of the chapter is needed to staff the
many assigned duties the
chapter participates in on
a monthly basis.
Every two months the
Eta Rho Chapter chooses
an area church to visit for
worship service. For the
month of February, First
Baptist
Institutional
Church, where the Reverend Wayne G. Thompson is the senior pastor,
was selected.

The boys from Eta Rho
will be involved in multiple
events in the near future,
such as the next worship
service that will take place
in April; the fraternity’s
district meeting held in
Jackson, Miss., later this
month; an upcoming golf
tournament in July, which
will benefit the Youth
Scholarship program and
will provide Thanksgiving
give-a-way baskets for
needy families in the
month of November.

One Church One Child of Florida, Inc.

In the Spotlight are children available
for adoption into your family.
Photo Credit: Children’s Board Heart Gallery Tampa Bay, Photo by Brittany Anderson

One Church One
Child of Florida is a faithbased, 501(c)3 organization, operating statewide
in partnership with the
Department of Children
and Families and Local
Community Based Lead
Agencies
and
their
providers in recruitment
of adoptive and foster families and local churches to
partner in supporting children in foster care and
local families through
Church Watch-Care Ministries.
One Church One
Child of Florida acknowledges the children who
need a permanent family.
The series continues featuring children all over
Florida who are waiting in
foster care for a forever
loving family to call their
own. March’s child is
highlighted in this article.
Continue to pray for her
and consider making her
a part of your family
through adoption or a part
of your church through
Project Watch-Care, for
support and mentoring.
Tikenya
Tikenya is one of those
salt-of-the-earth personalities, who will do anything
for the people she loves.

She is a little reserved,
but opens up with time.
Tikenya is loyal and
her friends play an important role in her life.
She has a beautiful, rich
inner life, filled with her
curiosity and imagination, and she’s a very talented artist, especially in
music and drawing.
Tikenya’s very funny,
and thrives in situations
where her artistic side
can run free. She is
driven by her goals and
works hard to that end.
Tikenya would like to go
to college and either join
the military or study to become an FBI agent.
Tikenya is very involved
in church, and so a religious family or one who is
supportive of her religious
activities will be best.
One Church One
Child of Florida is hosting
an Education Forum on
Thursday, March 17 from
6 –7 p.m. at Bay Vista
Church of Christ located
at 5460 7th St. S in St. Petersburg where Rev.
Lorenzo Pollard is the Pastor.
Information will be
available on adopting, fostering, mentoring, partnering and volunteering.

“I enjoy drawing!”
Refreshments will be
served. Please RSVP to
LaKay at (813) 740-0210 or
(813) 597-3294 (cell).
If you are interested in
knowing more about
Tikenya and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if you
would like to become a
foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida, at
(813)
740-0210
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One
Church One Child of
Florida is www.ococfl.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs ranks superior statewide in dance
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Gibbs High School was
chosen by the Florida
Dance Education Organization to host Beyond the
Test 2016, an annual
statewide dance performance assessment for middle and high school dance
programs throughout the
sunshine state, for three
days last month.
Dance students and
their parents from a portion of the 15 participating
schools arrived at the
Pinellas Cultural Center
for the Arts on a Friday
evening to have the opportunity to meet and interact

with each other, to enjoy
games, contest, snacks
and make new friends.
Saturday was the big
day as the Gibbs campus
buzzed with activities as
dance students arrived as
early as 7:30 a.m. for
breakfast. Each school
had 30 minutes to gather
their composure before
the first of three rotating
activities began.
The heavy rain was
nothing more than a damp
backdrop as the dance
teams rotated through prepared performances, on
demand
performances
and choreography assessments –each in a different
location. One of the highlights of the assessment
activities was the mini-per-

formances in the Black
Box Theatre. Each dance
team had a chance to show
off their best skills in front
of four professional dance
adjudicators.
The dance assessment
consisted of a general
dance routine that was
sent out to all the participating schools and was
practiced and performed
in front of the judges. After
each team performed
what was rehearsed, a
dance teacher, who was
also one of the judges,
would teach each group of
dancers a different routine
to assess their ability to
learn, interpret and execute a new dance routine
on the spot.
Activities for the first

half of Saturday started
winding down at 3 p.m. so
the young performers
could relax and have a dinner break. Tech rehearsals
ran from 5:30-6:45 p.m. for
the culminating evening
event, the Florida Honors
Dance Concert. Doricha
Sales, faculty member of
the Gibbs dance department, was in charge of
Tech rehearsals.
The evening dance
concert began promptly at
7 p.m. as parents and siblings packed the Gibbs
Grand Theatre. Watching
the concert was a testament to the quality of artistic young talent that
continues to flow out
Florida’s schools.
On Sunday, the last day

of the dance assessment
weekend, all of the students had an opportunity
to participate in a mock
college audition/panel discussion
and
master
classes. Instructors for the
master classes were Paula
Nunez (ballet), Charlotte
Johnson (Modern), John
Parks (Jazz) and Kelly
King (Contemporary).
Patricia Paige Parks,
chair of the dance department, shared the news
that the Pinellas County
Center for the Arts
dancers earned a “superior” rating across the
board in their dance assessments.
Kudos to the Gibbs
PCCA Dance Program for
a job well done.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What society can learn from the
military about diversity

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority hosts
financial literacy workshop

BY LAURA MULROONEY

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® in partnership
with the Eta Rho Chapter
of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held a financial literacy workshop entitled
“Money$ense” Sat., Feb.
20 at the Enoch Davis
Center.
This coordinated effort, under the leadership
of the chapter’s Family
Strengthening and Education Committees, successfully
provided
financial awareness and
educational tools to 130
youths, who met to discuss the importance of
budgeting, credit debt
and identity theft. In addition, more than 60 parents and community
volunteers met to discuss
sustainability
efforts.
The committees extend
thanks to Junior Achievement and Fifth Third
Bank for presenting interactive scenarios and
budget role-play at student-friendly levels.
Under the core principles of “Service to All
Mankind,” the Alpha
Kappa
Alpha
Sorority’s
Family
Strengthening Committee targets the area of increasing financial literacy,
eradicating
childhood
hunger and providing
seasonal wraps for disadvantage families. The Education Committee seeks
to increase academic performance by providing
supplemental resources
and progress monitoring
and extracurricular activities for students, as well
as increasing parental
awareness of academic
programs.
About Alpha Kappa

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
“After about two weeks you
find strength through your
diversity,” as former Navy
Petty
Officer
Donald
Holly anecdotally recalled
his time spent drifting
through the depths of the
ocean in a submarine. “You
learn to identify the things
that don’t really matter…
then you learn to appreciate
those things.”
A panel of three former
military leaders convened
Thursday night for the
“Shades of Green,” discussion on diversity in the
United States Military at
Stetson University College
of Law.
Holly’s sentiment characterized the tone of the 90minute discussion, with little
to no disagreement from
the other two panelists, retired Army Col. DJ Reyes,
and retired Air Force Reserve Lt. Col. Terry Nealy.
Although they were
products of vastly different
backgrounds the innate camaraderie and mutual respect was apparent. As with
most military driven events,

the panel of strangers conversed as if they had known
each other for ages.
Socioeconomic status,
gender, race, and sexuality
were just a few defining factors of diversity discussed
Thursday evening.
Due to the expansive nature of the military, a singleculture environment is not a
prospect for members of the
military admitted Holly.
When asked by moderator Kristen Colelli, Stetson
Law Juris Doctorate Candidate, “What is the most challenging aspect of accepting
people from all over the
place?”
Reyes responded, “The
biggest challenge is one of
ignorance.”
Not ignorance in a negative way, but ignorance in
the sense of unfamiliarity,
he clarified. According to
Reyes, the members of the
military are trained to fit one
common model. It is difficult to keep one’s individuality in the process.
Communication
and
mutual
respect
were
revered throughout the discussion; Reyes explained
that acceptance and inclu-

sion occurs after lines of
communication have been
opened, “when respect goes
both ways, progress can be
made.”
“After work we don’t
have to invite each other
home for dinner, but we do
have to work together,”
commented Nealy. According to Nealy, people are
wired differently and are
products of their environment; the key is to respect
those differences.
Holly concluded the discussion by advocating the
practice of labeling; he explained that the process of
labeling empowers people
to represent who and what
they are. “To level the playing ground by diminishing
labels we marginalize people,” labels allow us to own
who we are.
The panel was co-hosted
by The Pillars at Stetson
College and the Student Veterans Organization Stetson
College chapter to highlight
the importance of diversity
and promote the understanding of diversity of all
types during the American
Bar Association’s Diversity
Week.

Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is an international service organization
that was founded on the
campus of Howard University in Washington, D.C. in
1908. It is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established by AfricanAmerican
college-educated women.
Alpha Kappa Alpha is
comprised of more than
283,000 members in 988
graduate and undergraduate chapters in the United

States, Liberia, the Bahamas, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Germany, South
Korea, Bermuda, Japan,
Canada and South Africa.
Led by International President Dorothy Buchanan
Wilson, Alpha Kappa
Alpha is often hailed as
“America’s premier Greekletter organization for
African-American
women.”
For more information
on Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority and its programs,
log onto www.aka1908.com.
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating literacy: The 6th Annual Literacy Festival
BY IVELLIAM CEBALLO
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
“Readers are leaders!” The
children chanted as they
participated during the
walk for reading.
Last Sat., March 6, the
city of St. Petersburg celebrated the 6th annual
James Weldon Johnson
Community Library Literacy Festival. The library
gives the community a reason to celebrate, according to its support group’s
founding member.
Ernie Coney stood up
for the then one room library in the Enoch Davis
Community Center, which
is next door to the now
free standing library on
1059 18th Ave., with a
group of volunteers collectively known as the
Friends of the James Weldon Johnson Library.
Coney confirmed that
about 50 volunteers supported the festival celebrating
literacy
on
Saturday.
“It is important that

people know they have a
resource and it belongs to
them,” he said. “We try to
showcase that every year.”
The library opened in
2002 and since then has
served the Midtown community.
Coney is saddened
each year that the mainstream media doesn’t
cover the festivities because he says, “All we hear
about in the media is how
dumb our kids are.”
The children at the festival participate in activities from hula hooping to
jumping in bounce houses,
but most importantly they
go home with brand new
books.
This year about 500
books were given away for
free, according to Coney.
“It does my heart
good,” he said about seeing the community come
together to celebrate literacy.
Ivelliam Ceballo is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg.

Photo
by
Michael
Howell

PROGRAM ENDING - APPLY NOW!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete Sigmas Sponsor Final Session for the Gentleman’s Institute Alpha Class
ST. PETERSBURG –
The men of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. were honored to work with the ladies
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. as a sponsor of the
final Rites of Passage session for the Gentleman’s Institute alpha class.
Over the past five
months, the inaugural
Beautillion Militaire group
has gained confidence, wisdom, self-respect, connection to the community and
brotherhood. Last Sat.,
March 5, Stetson University
School of Law culminated
this journey by showing
these high school juniors
and seniors that anything is
possible as long as they
commit to their dreams and
education.
Corey Givens, Jr. and
Christopher
Lampley
served as the Beautillion
Committee co-chairs. Each
worked closely with the St.
Pete Sigmas and Deltas to
ensure that the young men
had a memorable experience during their session.
“Anytime you can get
high school aged guys out
of bed before 8 a.m. on a
Saturday morning, you better make sure you have two
things waiting for them…
fun and food,” said Givens,
Jr.
It was Lampley who initially proposed the idea of
hosting the session with the
beaux at Stetson Law
School.
“The only institutions of

higher education most of
these young men have been
exposed to are USF – St. Petersburg, Eckerd College
and St. Petersburg College,
so the Sigmas wanted to
step outside of the box and
show these students that it’s
okay to dream big,” Lampley added.
Florida’s oldest law
school, Stetson University
College of Law (formerly a
luxurious 1920’s resort
hotel), is located on a spacious and beautiful campus
in Gulfport. Laura Zuppo,
Stetson’s Assistant Dean of
Admissions and Student Financial Planning and Carmen Johnson, Stetson’s
Assistant Director for Admissions and Diversity Initiatives,
exemplified
superior hospitality and
rolled out the welcome mat
in a way that the chapter
has never seen before.
“These two ladies went
above and beyond to ensure
that the mentors and protégés had a life-changing
experience during their
time on Stetson Law
School’s campus. They definitely showed a keen interest in building ties with the
surrounding community,”
said Givens Jr.
Zuppo and Johnson provided their guest with a continental breakfast, use of
their Eleazer “mock” Courtroom and a tour of the historic campus, which was led
by a second-year law student. The four-hour campus

visit also included a financial planning presentation.
“One of the key components to educational success is financial literacy.
What we aim to do here at
Stetson Law School is
equip our students with all
the tools necessary to become well-rounded students and eventually
attorneys,” said Zuppo.
The tour that was
arranged for the 25 young
males was engaging and
thoroughly educational.
“The tireless efforts of
these two ladies did not go
unappreciated or unnoticed,” said Antwann Jackson, president of the St.
Pete Sigmas.
This trip to Stetson University was a first-time visit
for many of the program
participants and chaperones; however, they are
quite certain that this will
not be the last. They look
forward to building a strong
partnership with the Stetson Law community, as
they further the goals of
their wondrous fraternity;
promoting brotherhood,
scholarship and service!
The forum was moderated by Givens, Jr., and discussion topic ranged from
bullying to gang violence.
Guest panelist included
Linda Mobley, author and
domestic violence activist,
Jabaar Edmond, videographer and vice president of
the Childs Park Neighborhood Association, Dr.

Michael L. McPherson, chiropractor and civic activist
and motivational speaker,
poet and inner-city youth
advocate Marques A. Clark.
The session concluded
with a delicious lunch
catered by Kendrick Scott,
a St. Pete Sigma and owner
of Heavy’s Food Truck.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. was founded on
January 9, 1914, at Howard
University in Washington,
D.C. Led by International
President Jonathan A.
Mason, Sr., the organization
equips college-educated
men with the tools necessary to improve the social
and economic conditions of
communities worldwide.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  


 




 



 

  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 

 

      
  
  








 





 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.





   
 
  
 
 

  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  




Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY
IN
THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE BEST
ONE HOUR OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” ALONG WITH “YOUTH
ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US -- YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR “WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD (EZRA, CHAPTER
NO. 3) AND HOW IT RELATES IN
YOUR DAILY WALK. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services
anytime – you will find that all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ and His loving
atonement for all mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship. Continue in Prayer for the Sick, Shut-in,
Children,
Young
People,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families that dwell among us.
THE SEASON OF LENT: Started
on February 10, we will commence
our Forty (40) Days of Fasting.
Please secure your information on
the Resource Table. In addition Pastor Evans is asking each member and
non-member (who's health permits)
to join us in selecting to fast one or two
of the following.
“SWEETS,
SEAFOOD,
SALT,
SUGAR,
STARCH, SODAS, STEAKS AND
SOCIAL MEDIA. The FAST will
conclude on Resurrection Sunday,
March 27, 2016.
MARCH AT A GLANCE

WEST COAST NEWS: SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2016 AT 10:00
AM – ONE (1) DAY SESSION TO
BE HELD AT SECOND SHILOH
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
REV. MARVIN SCOTT, PASTOR,
2150 WEST AIRPORT BLVD., SANFORD, FLORIDA – GUEST PASTOR – REV. ROBERT A. VINSON,
JR., PASTOR OF FAITH MEMORIAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH, ST. PETERSBURG,
FLORIDA – AND THE PAY TRIBUTE CELEBRATION FOR A JOB
WELL DONE FOR “SIS. CLAUDENIA JONES” OF NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
OUR PAST GENERAL SECRETARY OF WEST COAST. IF YOU
NEED TRANSPORTATION, THE
SIGN-UP SHEET IS LOCATED IN
THE ATRIUM.
MARCH 20, 2016 AT 10:45 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE, THE JERRY
D. MANGUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY DEDICATION AND THE
SEASONED SENIORS RECOGNITION SUNDAY.
ROAD TO CALVARY SCHEDULE: PALM SUNDAY - MARCH 20,
2016 AT 6:00 PM - GREATER MT.
ZION AME CHURCH, REV.
CLARENCE A. WILLIAMS, PASTOR – MARCH 21, AT 7 PM – AT
GREATER MT. ZION AME
CHURCH – MARCH 22, 2016 AT
7:00 PM AT GREATER MT. ZION
AME CHURCH – MARCH 23, 2016
AT 7:00 PM - CONSECRATION &
ANOINTING SERVICES – COLOR
(PURPLE) AT 1ST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH, DR. WAYNE
G. THOMPSON, PASTOR –
MARCH 24, 2016 AT 7:00 PM –
NIGHT IN WHITE – COMMUNION - GREATER MT. ZION AME
CHURCH – MARCH 25, 2016 AT
7:00 PM – GOOD FRIDAY, WASHING OF HANDS – COLORS

(BLACK & RED) - FRIENDSHIP
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
DR. JOHN A. EVANS, SR., PASTOR.
MARCH 27– THE RESSURECTION SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
6:45 AM – SUNRISE WORSHIP
SERVICE – ALL ARE WELCOMED. “COME AND GO WITH
US TO THE TOMB.”
8:30 AM – RESSURECTION
DRAMA PRESENTATION.
10 AM – RESSURECTION
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE.
ALL ARE WELCOMED TO HEAR
THE GOOD NEWS. “HE IS
RISEN.”
IS THERE A WORD FOR ME
THIS WEEK: JESUS DID NOT GO
TO THE CROSS FOR SOME, A
FEW, THEM, US, BLACK, WHITE,
OLD, YOUNG, GOOD, BAD,
CHURCH GOERS, NON CHURCH
GOERS, HE COULD HAVE JUST
SAID OUTRIGHT JUST WHO HE
WOULD GO TO THE CROSS FOR,
BUT INSTEAD HE WHEN TO
THE CROSS FOR ALL! THE QUESTION IS “WHO WOULD YOU
HAVE GONE ON THE CROSS
FOR?”
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office:
(727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM the light of the world!
One day I was singing the
song, “Walk in the light, beautiful
light…come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright…
shine all around us by day and by
night…Jesus, the light of the
world” and the Holy Spirit whispered Jesus is not the light of the
world. I was troubled by the
Spirit’s words so I went to my
Bible because I believe that scripture will support any principle
that Spirit is sharing with me.
The first scripture that read
was John 9:5 where Jesus stated,
“As long as I AM in the world, I
AM the light of the world.” For

the first time my eyes were
opened to the truth that Jesus set
a time limit to how long he would
be the light of the world. Jesus
being the light of the world was
contingent on him being in the
world.
The second scripture I read
was Matthew 5:14-16 where
Jesus stated, “You are the light of
the world…let your lights so
shine before people that they
may see your good works and
glorify your Father…” The third
scripture I read was Philippians
2:15 where Paul, an apostle of
Jesus Christ said “in the midst of

a crooked and perverse nation,
you shine as lights in the world.”
The life-changing conclusion
that I came to from reading these
three scriptures was that when
Jesus and the disciples were on
the earth that they were the
lights of the world. Now that they
are no longer here in a physical
sense, I AM the light of the world
(individually) and we are the
lights of the world (collectively).
I changed the words of the song
to “I AM the light of the world”
and alternated with “We are the
light of the world” to reflect the
truth that had been revealed.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March 2016
Mar 13 - Program: MISSION
# 1-The Last Seven Sayings of
Jesus before His Death. All are

welcome! Time: 3 p.m. at St.
Mark
Mar 14 - Ladies Linked in
Love: “Crossing the Finish Line”
for the Ladies of St Mark, 7:00
p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Mar 20 - Palm Sunday Men
in Harmony Concert, 4 p.m.
Mar 21-25 - Progressive M &
E Baptist State Convention in
Jacksonville, FL
Mar 27 - Easter Sunday Sunrise Service-7 a.m.
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young
Adult
Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out to study the Bible

with us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join
us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening:
7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday
of each month: 7:30 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Come view the Road to the White
House collage
This is the same original collage that was exhibited in President Obama’s
Purple Inaugural Ball, and
will be freely exhibited at
the Enoch David Center,

1111 18th Ave. S, St. Pete,
all day this Fri., March
11 and Mon., March 14
from 9-7 p.m.
Tentatively, it will also
be exhibited at the Pinel-

las County Democratic
Headquarters, 2250 1st
Ave. N, St. Pete, Sat.,
March 12 from 10-5:30
p.m. and Sun., March
13 from 12:30- 5:30 p.m.

Encouragement from the community
From GIBBS, page 1

she noted.
Judge Patrice Moore of
the Sixth Judicial Circuit
Court was on hand to offer
encouragement to the
members of the winless
teams, stressed that it’s
not really whether you win
or lose but how you play
the game.
“If you have a bad attitude on the field, you’re
going to have it off the
field as well,” she said. “It
is not what you do on the
soccer field, but how do
you act at school, how you
act in class, because
you’re a student first and
an athlete second.”
It
doesn’t
matter
whether your team is last
in the district, the grades
are the important thing,
she averred. Moore added
that coaches should encourage students not only
on the field but to encourage them academically as
well—and not just to accomplish the bare minimum to be keep a spot
on the team. Very few people can say they entered
professional sports out of
high school, so college is
important even in a career
path that involves sports.
In the case of an unforeseen injury, Moore
stressed that students
can’t get by on talent
alone; they have to be able
to get by on their
grades. The judge lauded
the teams’ perseverance
and determination, and
urged the students to have
faith in themselves.
“It’s a sad situation that
this is the first banquet
that you guys have to
honor yourselves,” she

noted, “because if you
guys can get on the field
every game and have not
won a game, and have to
play your all, you guys
should have been celebrated long ago!”
When the girls’ squad
found itself without a head
coach at the start of the
year and consequently in
danger of having to scrap
the entire season, Kem
Mosley offered to step in
and take over the duties.
Since Mosley is also the
baseball coach at Gibbs,
the school didn’t want to
overload him by handing
him the reins to yet another team. But only days
later it was apparent that
the school truly needed
his help, and he officially
became the girls’ soccer
team coach. Mosley commented on the adjustment
of learning the intricacies
of another sport.
“I must say we definitely grew as the year
progressed,” he pointed
out. “There were a lot of
challenges.”
But they were able to
close out some games this
season unlike last year,
where the mercy rule prevented the game from
even continuing to the second half. Given that many
on the girls’ side didn’t
have much experience, he
said that the fact that they
could compete, play defense and complete an entire game was definitely an
improvement. Some of the
girls are looking to play
club soccer outside the
school to develop their
skills. Mosley noted that
they’d also have off-season

workouts in the fall.
“We look forward to
another tremendous season moving forward,” he
said. “And yes, we are
going to close out some
more games!”
James Ross, who
coaches the volleyball
team, also took over this
year as soccer coach.
When he was approached
to be a coach, he said that
he’d played soccer most of
his life and he’d be happy
to coach. Even before he
knew he’d be the soccer
coach, he noticed the love
the boys had for the game,
he said.
“Outside of the gym
where we would go for volleyball practice,” he related, “I’d see a lot of them
with a soccer ball, just
playing with the ball, getting ready for the season
without knowing if they
were going to have a
coach.”
He recognized the
players there for their accomplishments, adding
that though they didn’t
win any games, the funny
thing about success is that
it’s very subjective.
“I gained a new respect
for these players because
every time they’d lose,
they would just get back
up, trying harder,” Ross
said.
Mosely hopes that the
banquet will help to give
the students a moral
boost.
“Any time you can be
acknowledged for any accomplishment big or
small,” he said, “it’s definitely something that’s uplifting.”

‘Don’t give up on your children.’
From SUCCESS, page 1

Sciences and is now pursuing a master’s degree.
The youngest daughter, Amaya Michelle
Carter, attends the medical
magnet program at Boca
Ciega High School and is
also a member of the student ROTC.
Watkins herself was
born to a teen mother and
is the youngest of 10 siblings. She explained that
though she was not homeless, her home environment with her mom was at
times erratic and an emotional rollercoaster.
She vowed that her
children would not face the
same issues that she experienced. “I knew that I had
to do something different
as a teen mom,” Watkins
said.
She felt that education
was the pathway to success and wanted to ensure
that her children took advantage of every opportunity possible. One of her
main concerns was that
she did not want her children switched from school
to school, as she found different housing arraign-

ments.
Watkins reached out to
friends and associates who
worked for the school system to help her obtain information for a special
permit to keep the kids in
one school. She even put
her social life on the back
burner because she “didn’t
want them to see different
men in and out of my life.”
On and off of public assistance for 10 years, the
family lived paycheck to
paycheck.
However,
Watkins did not let her situation discourage her. She
obtained a GED, enrolled
in Pinellas Technical Education Center, now known
as Pinellas Technical College, and got certifications
in patient care, nursing assistance and medical assisting.
Now a patient access
service representative, she
has enjoyed 16 years of
employment at Bay Front
Health St. Petersburg. In
2004, she became a proud
homeowner with the help
Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas.
Leading by example,

Watkins showed her children that it is not how
many times you fall, but
how many times you get
back up.
“She always worked
for everything she had,”
Shavon said. “She told us
to always keep moving forward.” Shavon is now a
youth specialist at Artz 4
Life Academy.
“She continually had to
work to provide for us,”
Spencer said. “She had a
never- give-up attitude.” He
is currently a student lab
technician in the pathology
reagent lab at the University of Iowa Hospital.
Amaya proudly said
her mom is very caring
and loving. “She puts herself out for other people,”
she said. “My mom is my
best friend.”
Watkins has a message
for young girls who are in
a similar situation she
found herself in some 30
years ago: “Don’t give up
on life,” she urged. “Don’t
get stuck in government
housing and welfare, and
don’t give up on your children.”
Valerie Balloon (AAG'75); Angelia Mavros,(GHS Booster);
Donn Freshler, (Asst Coach); Sharon Lockery, (Asst Coach);
Kem Mosley, (Head Coach-Girls); Jamie Ross, (Head Coach-Boys);
Sandra Fletcher, (AAG'75); and Maude McDonald, (AAG'75)

L-R, Spencer Gibson, Annita Watkins and Shavon Jamiah Gibson

